
 

   

 
 

 

Hi all, 
 

L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ L ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ άaŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊΦέ  
Firstly I must pay tribute to the incredible contribution that Andrew Farrell 
made as a Chair from 2008-2009. He was instrumental in overseeing the  
evolution of Word and Mouth to become an independent organisation,  
with many successes behind it.  
Since the last edition of the Word and Mouth Newsletter, Carla Thomson  
has been appointed Interim Executive Officer of Word and Mouth Limited, 
assisted by Alexandra McKenzie who has been appointed to the position of 
Interim Project Officer. Both will be with the organization until early next 
year, after which permanent staff will be sought.  
Word and Mouth hosted another successful event recently; the Halloween 
Head Banging Hoedown held on the 31st of October. There were approxi-
mately 200 kids on the night, with many dressing up in Halloween costumes. 
Thank-you to the FReeZA Distortion Committee for their work in the plan-
ning and organisation of this event.  
With the New Year comes a new FReeZA Distortion Committee and Youth 
Council. I take this opportunity to remind those young people interested to 
look out for the application forms on MySpace, or contact the Word and 
Mouth office early in the New Year. I also extend a thank-you to both the 
FReeZA Distortion Committee and the Youth Council for their efforts 
throughout this year. 
Finally, I hope you enjoy this edition of the Word and Mouth Newsletter, and 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Nina Leo 
Chair 
Word and Mouth Limited 
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YOUTH COUNCIL 
 

The Word and Mouth Youth Council consists of young people aged 12 
to 18 years. 

 
The Youth Council are responsible for designing and hosting a variety 
of youth orientated events throughout the Greater Shepparton area. 
The Youth Council meets once monthly to plan, discuss and organise 

local events and activities such as Leadership camps, Youth surveys and  
Forums 

 
Youth Council activities include but are not limited to: 

Youth Surveys 
Youth Forums 
National Youth Week Events 
National Youth Week Regional Assessment Workshops 
Presentations to the Greater Shepparton City Councillors  

 
 

If you are interested in joining the Youth Council in 2010 please contact 
the Word and Mouth Office by phone (03) 58 329 531 or email 

wordandmouth@shepparton.vic.gov.au  
 

Applications for the Youth Council 2010 can be found at the Word and 
Mouth website www.wordandmouth.com.au  

 
Applications close Friday the 26th of February  

 
Please forward all applications to: 

 
Executive Officer 
Word and Mouth 

53 Welsford Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
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FReeZA 
FReeZA is a Victorian Government program that gives young  
people aged 12ɂ25 years the opportunity develop and coordinate  
local music events and other cultural, recreational and artistic  
activities including sports events and festivals 
 

Through the Word and Mouth FReeZA committee, Distortion, young 
people have the chance to:  
 

Determine what type of events and cultural activities they want in 
the local community 
Participate in delivering events and cultural activities 
Be involved in  youth development and training activities 

 
For more information please see  

www.myspace.com/distortion_freeza 
 

If you are interested in joining the FReeZA Distortion Committee in 
2010 please contact the Word and Mouth Office by phone  

(03) 58 329 531 or email wordandmouth@shepparton.vic.gov.au  
 

Applications for 2010 can be found at the Word and Mouth website, 
www.wordandmouth.com.au  

 
Please return applications to  

Executive Officer 
Word and Mouth 

53 Welsford Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 BIT 

LOVE  
INTERVIEW WITH  
VITO LUCARELLI 

Local Shepparton band 8 Bit Love have 
just made it on the big stage, they  are 
Grand Finalists at The Push Start 2010. 
 

The Push Start is an annual state wide 
band competition held at the Abbots-
ford Convent. This year it will be held on 
Sunday the 7th March 2010. 8 Bit Love 
and eight other bands made it through 
to the grand Final from a field of 276 
bands. 
 

8 Bit Love consists of Vito Lucarelli on 
Lead Vocals, Guitar, Keyboard and  
Cowbell; Matt Darveniza on Bass,  
Keyboards and Backing Vocals; and 
Simon Findlay on Drums. 
 
Their sound is a unique combination of 
ÒÏÃË ÁÎÄ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃȢ Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ 
transition now. Our previous band was 
more of a punk sound, whereas 8 Bit 
Love has an electronic rock vibe. It is an 
ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÐÈÁÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢȱ 
 



Their biggest influences include Art vs 
Science, whom they admire for remaining 
individual and without a recording label. 
Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
Ï×Îȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á×ÅÓÏÍÅȢȱ 
 
The bands started in 2009, but have been 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ Ȱ7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ 
all good friends in high school, in the 
same year level. We had a band before 
this one, but the singer decided to leave, 
it just seemed natural to start again, all 
the other band members were keen. We 
started making electronic music as a joke, 
ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ËÉÎÄÁ ÓÔÕÃËȢ Ȱ 
 
All the band members are studying- Vito 
is currently a completing a degree in  
Music Industry and Technical Production 
at RMIT, he says combining study and the 
band can sometimes be difficult, but that 
they manage. 
 
They urge other young upcoming bands 
ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ Á ÓÈÏÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȢ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ 
ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢȱ 
 
To listen to some of 8 Bit LoveȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃȟ ÇÏ 
to www.myspace.com/8bitlove 
 
We wish 8 Bit Love good luck at The Push 

Start 2010! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

òItõs an 
exciting 

phase for 
us.ó 

http://www.myspace.com/8bitlove


 

Word and Mouth 
Greater Shepparton 

Youth Survey  
 
 

Word and Mouth Limited are currently conducting a 
survey of youth in the local area.  

 
 

It is an opportunity for youth to have a say and be 
heard! Your recommendations and opinions will be 

taken into consideration for events held in 2010!  
 

 
 

If you are between 12 -25, please give us ten minutes 
of your time to complete this survey.  

 
 

 
Surveys are available online at  

 
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/wordandmouth   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/wordandmouth


EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

Word and Mouth Ltd is seeking a motivated individual to fill the role 

of Executive Officer. 

 

The Executive Officer is responsible for overseeing all operational, 

funding and representational requirements of Word and Mouth as well 

as the development and implementation of the strategic, business and 

activity plans. 

 

Responsibilities will include the development of youth committees/

consultations, designing and hosting of public forums, organisation of 

various youth-orientated activities and media promotions,  

identification and coordination of relevant funding opportunities as 

well as representation of the organisation within the broader  

community. 

 

The successful applicant will possess personal maturity, the values and 

skills required to provide effectual leadership and development  

opportunities to young people as well as the ability to appropriately  

coordinate with youth/community service agencies to develop  

programs/responses to local youth issues/initiatives. 

 

A position description is available at www.wordandmouth.com.au   

 

Applications Close: 5pm Wednesday 27th January 
Forward applications marked confidential to: 

Chairperson 

Word and Mouth Limited 

53 Welsford Street Shepparton VIC 3630 

Please note that applications that do not address the selection  

criteria will not be considered. 

 

For further information please contact Carla Thomson by phone (03) 

58 329 531 or email carla.thomson@wordandmouth.com.au 
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EARTH HOUR  
 
Earth Hour began in Sydney in 2007 as a symbolic event  
designed to engage people from all walks of life in the climate 
change discussion and increase public awareness of global 
warming. 
 
In 2009 Earth Hour inspired more than one billion people to 
participate, in more than 4,000 cities globally. 
 
Typically individuals, businesses and communities support 
Earth Hour by turning off all lights and electricity for one hour. 
 
In 2010 Earth Hour is on Saturday the 27

th
 of March. To  

celebrate and raise awareness for this important cause, Word 
and Mouth Limited in partnership with the City of Greater 
Shepparton are planning a free EarthHour concert to be held 
in the Queenôs Gardens 
 
There will be local bands, organic and free-trade food, market 
stalls and entertainment. 
 
Between 8:30 and 9:30pm, there will be minimal lighting and 
electricity output, in line with the Earth Hour concept. 
 
The event is an all-ages, drug- smoke-and -alcohol ïfree,  
family friendly event. 
 

    Any bands/volunteers  interested in being involved in this     
    event please call 58 329 531 or email  
    wordandmouth@shepparton.vic.gov.au 

 
    For further information regarding  
    EarthHour please see www.earthhour.org 
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